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To the Reader, 


(Criſtian Reader, lamentab © 
& fearefull ts the abuſe of the 
tongue among alt ſorts and de- 
grees of men enery mhere, Hence 
daily arije manifeld ſinnes 4- 
ainſt God, and munmcrable 
ſcandals and grieuances to our 
brethren. It would makea mans 
heart to blaede, to heare & con- 
frder how Swearing, Blaſphe- 
ming, Curſed ſpeaking, Railing, 
Slandering, Chiaing, Quarrct. 
ling, ( otending, leſting, Mock- 
mg, Flattering, Lying, Difſem- 
bling, Vaine and idle talking 
ouerflow in all places, ſo as men 
that feare God had better be any 
where then in the companie of 
moſt men, Well then, art thou a 
manwhich haſt. made lutle con- 
ſcrence of thy ſpeech and talke? 
repent [criouſiy of this [inne, and 
amend thy life, leaſt for the aba- 
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To the Readar. 
ſting of thy tongue thou crie with 
Diues hell, Send Lazarus 
that he may dippe the tip of 
his finger in water and coule 
my tongue, And if 1hou be one 
which baſt care to order thy 
ſelfe m Speech and ſilence accor- 
aing to Goas word,oh, doit more. 
For what a ſhame ts it, that mcn 
with the ſame tongue whererith 
they confeſſe the faith and rili- 
gien of (hriſt, ſhoul by vaine 
and vngodly ſpeech witerly denie 
the power thereof ? And for thy 
better helpe therein, I hanepen- 
wed theſe fewe lines following, 
concerning the Gonernment of 
the tougue> Vſe them for thy be- 
nefit, and finding prefit thereby, 

giue glory ro God, Clo.l.XCIL 

December. 12. 


W. Perkins, 


CST fs 
OF THE GOVERN- 
ment of the Tongue, 


CHAP: L 


Of the generall meanes of ru* 
ling the Tongue, 


J HE governe- 
ment of the 
£2) tongue is a 

A vertue pertai- 
4 ning to - the 

2 =D holy viage of 

the tongue according to 

Gods word. 
 Andfor the well ordering 

of it, two things arerequilite: 

a pure heart, and skill inthe 

language of Canaan, ©  * 
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The pure heart is moſt ne- 
cellarie, becauſeit is the foun- 
taine of ſpeech, and if the 


Mat.is,9. fountaine be defiled, the 


ſtreames thatiſſue thence can 
not becleane. | 
And becauſe the heart of 
man by nature is a bottom- 
leiſe gulfe of iniquitie, two 
thingsareto be knowne: firlt, 
how it muſt be made pure; 
and then how it is alwates 
afterward to be kept pure. 
The way to get a pure 
heart is his. Firſt, thou muſt 
ſeriouſly *xaminethy life and 
thy con(:ience, for all thy 
ſinnes pait:then with a heauie 
and bleeding heart confelle 
them to god, vtterly condem- 
ning thy ſelfe. Thirdly, with 
deepe lighes and groanes of 
ſpirit crie vnto heauen- to 


God 


of the Tongue, - W 
God the Father, in thename 
of Chriſt for pardon,I ſay,for 
pardon of the ſamelinnesas 
it were for lifeand death, and 
that day and night, till the 
Lord fend downe from hea- 
uen a [weete certificate into 
thy perplexed conſcience by 
his holy ſpirit, that all thy 
ſinnes are doneaway, Now at 
the ſame inltant in which 
pardon ſhall be granted, God 
likewiſe will once againe 
ſtretch forth that mightie 
hand of his,vhereby he made 
thee when thou waſt not, to 
make theea new creature, to 
create anew heart in thee, to 
renuea right ſpiritinthee, & 
to ſtablith thee by his free 
ſpirit. For whome he iuſtifi- 
eth, them alſo at 'theſame 
tine heſanifeth. | 
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Thepurified heart appea- 
ceth by theſe (ignes.].If thou 
feele thy ſelfe to bee difplea- 
fedat thine owne infirmities 
and corruptions,& to droope 
vnder them as men doe vn- 
der bodily (i:knes.I I. If thou 
begin to hateand to fliethine 
owne perſonall ſinnes, IT 1TI.If 
thou feele a griefe -and ſor- 
row after thou haſt offended 
God. I V. If thou heartily de- 
ſice toabſtaine from all man- 
ner of {inne. V. If thou be 
carefull to auoide all occal- 
ons and inticements to euill. 
VT. If thoutrauell and doe 
thine endeauour in every 
good thing. V II. If thou de- 
fire and pray to God towaſl1 
and rinſe thine heart in the 
bloodof Chrilt. 

When the heart is pure,to 
keepe 


4 


of the Tongue. | 5 
keepe it ſo is the ſpeciall 


worke of faith, which purifi- AR15.9, 


eth he heart, 

Faith purifieth the heart 
by a particular applying of 
Chriſt crucified with all his 


merits. Eliſha when he went vp 2.Kin. 4.24. 


and lay ypon the dead childe,aud 
put his month to his month , and 
his eyes upon his eyes, and his 
hands upon his hands, and ftret- 
ched himſclfe upon him, the fleſs 
of the childe waxed warme, Af- 
terward Eliſha aroſe and ſpread 


bimſclfe vpcn him the ſecond Vet3% 


" timecthen the childneezed ſeucn 
fimes and opened his eyes, $O 
mult a man by faith even 

ſpread himſelf vps the crotle 
of Chriſt, applying handsand 
feet rohis pierced hands and 
feer,and hiswretched heart to 
Chriſts bleeding heart, and 


then 
- 


| 


Ifa,t 9.18, 
Rom,1 5,6, 
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then hee ſhall feele himſelfe 
warmed by the heat of Gods 
ſpirit,and {in from day to day 
crucitied with Chriſt, and his 
dead heart quickened and re. 
uiuved. And this applyivg 
which faith maketh, is done 
by a kind of reaſoning which 
faith makes, thus: Hath God 
of his mercie g'uen his owne 
ſon to beiny Sautour, to ſhed 
his blood for me? & hathhee 
of his mercie graunted vnto 
mee the pardon of all my 
ſinnes ? I will therefore indea- 
uour to keepe my heart and 
my life vnblameable, that I 
doe not oftend him hereafter 
in word or deede, as I haue 
doneheretofore. 

The language of Canaan is, 
whereby a man endued with 
the ſpirit of adoption, _ 

; ai* 


| 
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fainedly calleth vpon the 
name of G6d in Chriſt, & ſo 
conſequently doth as it were 
familiarly talke and ſpeake 
with God, Thislanguage mult 
needes be learned, that the 
tongue may be well groun- 
ded. For man mult firſt be a- 
blecotalke with God, before 
hecan be able wiſely totalke 
with man, For this cauſe when 
men are to have communt- 
cation one with another, they 
are firſt of all to be carefull 
that they often make their 

raicrs to God that he would 
guid and bleflethem in their 
ſpeeches, as Darid did, Ser 4 
watch,O Lord, before my mouth, 
and keepethe doore of my lippes, 
And againe, O Lord open thou 
my lipes,and my mouth ſpall ſhew Plal, 57. 7 
forth thy praiſe, Where wee 

| ray 
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may ſce, that the mouth is,as 
it were, locked vpfrom ſpea- 


king any good thing, vatill 


the Lord open it. And Par 


* having tne gift of ordering 
his tongue in wonderfull 
meaſure, vet delireth the E- 


Eph,&.19, pheilans 79 pray for him, that 


vttcranuce mioht bee otucnhing: 


Preu 16.2, and 9004 reafon, becauſe God 


raleth the tongue. 
CHAP. II. 
Of the matter of our 
eech, 
"He gouernmwent of the 
tongue containeth two 
parts : holy ſpeech, and holy 
ſilence. In holy ſpeech mult 
bee conſidered the matter of 
our ſpeech,and the manner. 
The matter is commonly 
one of theſe three:either god, 
cur neighbour, or our ſelues . 


As 


ee ee rr  _ —_ a 


_ —  — — —— a. = - 


of the Tongue, 9 
As concerning God, this 
caueat mult Hee remembred, 
that the honourabletitles of 
his glorious Maieltiebeene- 
uer taken into our mouthes, 
vnletJe itbeevpon a weightie 
& iult occaſton;ſo as wee may 
plainly ſee that gloriewill re- 
dound to him thereby : and 
for this cauſe the third com- 
mandement was giuen, that 


men might not take vp the Exod,2o,7 


vame of God inyaine, that is, 
ralhly and lightly. 

And therefore lamentable 
and fearefull is the practiſe e- 
uery where. Foritisa comms 
thing with men to beginne 
their ſpeech, and to place ti- 
tles of Gods moſt high Ma- 
ieſtiein the fore-front almolt 
of cuery ſentence, by laying, 
O Lordi O God!'O good God! O 


mere 
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mercifull God! O TefulO Chriſt! 
&c. If aman be to lay any 
thing, hewill not ſay, Yea, or 
N ay, but,0 Lord, yea: Or, O 
Lord nay, It a nan be to 1e- 
proouc his inferiour, he will 
preſently ſay, .O Lord haze 
mercy onvs,what a ſlowback_ art 
thoutwhat a lie i this?ec. An 
earthly Prince, if he ſhould 
haue his namelototled in our 
mouths at euery word, would 
neuer beare it; and how ſhall 
the cuerliving God ſuffer it? 
nay how can heſuffer it? I ſay 
no more, but thou with thy 
ſelfe thinke how: for in the 
third commandement the pu- 
niſhment is ſet downe, That 
he will not hold him guiltles that 
taketh his name in vaine, And 
the Angels in reverence to 
Gods Maieſtie couer their fa- 
ces,1/a.6. 2, Con- 


of the Tongue. Il 


Concerning our neighbour , 
wearetocolider whether the 
thing which wee are about 
to ſpeake be goodor euill. 
This beeing weighed, if it 
be good, and ſo commenda- 
ble, then weeare readily and 
chearefully, and that vpon e- 
uery occalion to vtter it, c(- 
pecially in his abſence, whe- 
ther hebea friend,or a foe: as 
Saint Toh» writeth of De- 


metrinns, Demetrius (faith he) "tek 5.12, 


hath good report of all men, & of 
the truth it [clfe : yea, and wee 
our ſelues beare record, and ye 
know that all our teſtimome #5 
true, 

As for the euill which any 
ſhall know by his neighbour, 
hee isinnowiſe to fpeake of 
it, whether it beean infirmity 
or a grollelinne,vnletle in his 
CON- 


%"7 
— 
: OGG . 
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conſcience hee ſhall finde 
him(elfe called of God to 
ſpeake. 

A man is called to ſpeake 
in three cauſes: Firlt,whenhe 
is called before a Magiltrate 
and is lawfully required to 
teltifie the euill _—_ hee 
knoweth by another. II. 
When any is to admoniſh his 
brother of any fault for his 
amendment, I TI. When the 
hurt or danger that may ariſe 


of the euil,is to bee preuented 


in others. As a man may ſay 
to one well diſpoſed, take 
heede of ſucha mans compa- 
nie,for hee is giuento ſuch or 
ſuch a vice. 

To this ende, they of the, 


ij 
| 3,Cor.1.1þ kouſe of Cle did certifie Pal 


of the diſorders in Corinth. 


'And loſeph certificd his father 


of 
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of his brethrens ſlander, Tn this 

caſe all treaſons aretobeere- 

I ucaled, as tending to the 

' Tuine of the whole commcn 

' wealta. Thus Eliſha rexea- 2 Kin.s. 8, 

led the ſecret of the king of Sy- | 

714. 

And if it ſhall beethought 

conuenierit to mention the 

euill which wee know by any 

man,it mult bee done only in 

generall manner : the perſon 

and all circumſtances, which 

will deſcrie the perſon, con- 

cealed. | 
Concerning things which 

areſecret in our neighbour, 

weeare not to bee ſuſpitious, 

but toſuſpend-both ſpeech & 

iudgement. Love [uſpetteth no 2.Cor.1z, 

enul, 1d ge nthing-(ſaith Paul)? Cor.4.5, 

befare the time, untill the Lord 

come, who wil lighte things that 

are 


PO OE In. A” Pw . - 
as 


confefl, 23 


» . 


Propu, 27.2. 


2,Cor,n,21. 
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are hid in darkneſſe , and make 
the counſells of the heart mani- 


Bug liba® cf, Auguſtine hath a good & 


*ſpeciall rule to this purpoſe, 
hoe there bee three things of 
which wee mult giue no 
judgement: Gods predeltina- 
tion, the Scriptures, and the 
eſtate of men vncalled, 

As touching a mans ſelfe,he 
is neither to praiſe nor diſ- 
praiſe himſelfe. As Salomon 
ſaith, Let another praiſe thee, & 
not thine owne mouth : a ſlran- 
ger: and not thine owne lippes. 
Yet otherwhiles thetimes do 
fall out that a man may vſe 
an holy kinde of boaſting, e(- 
pecially when the diſgrace of 
the perſon is the diſgrace alſo 
of the Goſpel, and of religi= 
on,and of God himfelfe: as 
Paul did, but wherein ( = 

e 
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he) any will wſe boldneſſe ( 1 
fpeake foobſhly ) I will w/c bold- 
nes,They are Hebrewes, ſo am I. 
CHAP. IIL 
Of the manner cf our ſpeech, 
and what muſt be done 
befere we ſpeake. 
Hus much of the matter 
of- our ſpeech, now fol- 
loweth the manner. 

In the manner of our ſpea« 
king, three thirigs are to bee 
pondered: what muſt bedone 
before we ſpeake; what in 
ſpeaking: what after wee 
haue ſpoken. 

Before we ſpeake, conlt- 
deration mult be vſed of the 
thing to be ſpoken, and of 
the end. James requireth that 


men />ould be ſlowe toſpeake, & lam.t.ig, 


ſmift:to heare. Salomon ſaith, 


He that anſwereth a matter be "Proud, 13+ 


fore 
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fore hee heare it, it 45 folly and 

ſhame to him, The mind is the 

guid of the tongue: therefore 

men mult c6lider before they 

ſpeake. The tongue is the 
meſſenger of the heart, and 
therefore as oft as weeſpeake 

without meditation going be- 

fore, ſo oft the meſſenger 

runneth without his errand, 

The tongue is placed in the 

2.Chryſ, middlect the mouth,(a)and it 
hom.:2-2d js compailediin with lips and 
R—_ cecth as with a double trench, 
to ſhew vs, howweearetovie 

heede and preconlideration 

before we ſpeake: and there- 

fore it is good Aduiſe, to 

keepe the key of the mouth 

: not.in the mouth, but in the 
yn Nit-cupbord of the mouth, A- 
_— guſitme ſaith well, that as in 
Eating and drinking men 

make 


of the Tongue. 7 
wake choice of meates: ſo.in 
manifold ſpeeches we ſhould 
make choiceof talke. 
Here are condemnedidle 
words, that is, ſuch wordes 
as arc ſpoken to little or: no 
cnd or purpoſe, Andchey are 
not to be eſteemed as little 
ſinnes, when as men are to,,,, 
giue account of eneryidte word, 
CHAP. IV. 

What is to bs don? tn Speaking, 
and of wiſedomse. 

v Hen -we are in ſpea- 

_ * king, two things areto 
be prattiſeJ: firſt, caremult 
be had of the ſpeech, that 
It be gratios : ſecondly, it is to 
be vttered with conuenient 
bonds of truth, TT 

The ſpeech is gratious, 
when itis {o vttered, that the 
graces. of God wrought in 


12, 36. 
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| ' Cobol 4,6, the heart by the holy- Ghoſt, 
| are as it were pictured and 
| painted forth in the ſame: 
| | for ſpeech is the very image 

HARE of the heart. 

* Contrarie to this is rottes 
Feech, that is, all ſuch talke 
as is voide of grace which is 
the heart and pith of our 
ſpeech. 

And by this it appeareth, 
Eph.5.3- that no vice can be named 
Pſak16,4e but with diſliking : and here- 
vpon in Scriptures when by 

occalion a vice ſhould bee 
named,in token of a loathing 

thereof, thenameof the vice 

is omitted, & the name of the 

contrarie vertue vſed in the 

roome thereof, as in theſe 
wordes:for Job thought, It may 

e that my ſonnes haue ſinned and 

bleſſed, that is, blaffhemed 

God, 


Eph.4-25: 
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God ThiSÞceing true,then by 
proportion the viſible repre- 
ſentation of the vices of men 
in the world, which is the 


ſubſtance and matter where- 32-29, 


of playes and interludes are 
made, is much more tobee 
auoided. | 

Gods graces, which we are 
to ſhew forth in our com- 


mendation are theſe: Wiſe-1,2,3,4,5, 6, * 
dome, Truth,Reuerence,Mo. 745.9» 


deſty,Meekneile,Sobrieticin 
indgement, Vrbanitie, Fideli- 
tie, Care of others good 
name: andlet vs conſider of 
them inorder, | 
Wiſedomein our ſpeechis 
a goodly ornament. The A- 
poltles when they waited for 
the holy Ghoſt in Ieruſalem, 
jt deſcended vpon them in 
the forme of fierietongues: 


and 


FF 
/ 
| 


| 
8 | 
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and then it is ſaid that they 
ſpake as the holy Ghoſt gaue the 

|  viterance in Apophthegmes oy 

At'2.4. wiſeſentexces. And hee that 

Prows 6:23, gOuernes his tongue wiſely 
 addeth doitrine to the lips, that 
is, ſoſpeaketh,as that others 
be made wiſe thereby. 

T his wiſdome is then ſhew- 
ed, whena man can in iudge- 
ment apply his talke, and as 
It werein good manner make 
it fit to all the circumſtances 
of perſons, times , places, 

Prou 19911. things. A foole powreth out all 
his mind,but awiſe man keepeth 
n till afterward. A word ſpoken 
an his place, us like apples of gold 

. with piltures of ſilner, 

Now hee that would haue 
his ſpeech to beewiſe, muſt 
firſt of all himſelfe hecome 
2 wiſe man, And the wile 

man. 
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man of whome the holy ſcrip- 
tures ſpeake, is a godly man 
and ſuch an one as ſeructh Me 
God : -becauſe this feare of xc, nz; 130 
God is the beginning and Pial.14,r. 
head of wiſedume; as on the ©14 38,F, 
contrarie, thefoole, whereof ©©2:34 7 
the Scripture often fpeaketh, 
is the vngodly perſon that 
matethno conſcience of a- 
ny linne. And indeede ſuch 
an one is the molt ſenſles 
foole of all. He that (Hall-e- 
ucr and anon be caſting him- 
ſelte intothe fire and water, 
and runne vpon dangerous 
places to breake his legges, 
armes,necke:and further ſhall 
take pleaſure in doing all 
this, is either a foole, ora mad 
man, 

Now the vngodly man as oft 
as helinneth, he endeuoureth 


| 0. as 
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as much as in him lieth to 
pitca his ſoule into hell, and 
whereas hetaketh pleaſurein 
linne, he ſports him(elfe with 
his owne deltruction. 
Furthermore the man fea- 
rings God mult bave two 
thing in his heart: a-perſwa- 
{ion of Gods preſence; and 
Aws. Is 
The perſwalion of Gods 
prcſei:ce 13, wherehy a mat: is 
continually relojued , ti at 
whereſoeuer hee is, beefſtan- 
deth before God, who goth 
fee even in the ſecrets of 
his beart. Fhis was in Cornc- 
tins: Non therefore (laith hee) 
we are in Gods preſence to heare 
all things that are commannded 
thee of God. 
Awein regard of God, is 
that wherby a man behauerh 
himſelte 
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himſelfe reuerencly, becauſe 
he js in Gods preſence. 
| Awe is either in regard 
of linne,or of chaſtiſements. 
Awe in reſpe& of 1inne, 
is whenone is afraid to inne, 
fearing not ſo-much the pu- 
niſhment, as ſinne it ſelfe, 
becauſe it is linne. For he fea» 
reth God indeede which is 
of this mind,;thatif there were 
no Judge to condemne 
him ;no hell ro torment himg 
no diuell nor conſcience to 
accuſe him ;z yet hee would 
not linne ; hecauſe Gods 
bletſed Maieſtie 1s. by it of- 
fended and difpleaſed: and 
if hee had it in his. choiſe, 
whether hee would linne 
or looſe his life, hee 
had rather die then wile 
lingly and wittingly ſinne 
Bz againll 
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againſt God, Thisawe beeing 

in /oſeph; 'Was'the- cauſe that 

mcoued'himnot to commit 

folly with Pxtiphars wife. 

Hew then (laith he) can 1 dve 

this great A and ſie 
arainſt God, - © 

Awe in chaſltiſements is, 

when one humblerh himſelfe 

vnder the wightie hand of 

God with all meckenelſe and 

patience,when God laieth his 

hand on him more or leſle, 

When Shes came foorth 

and curſed Dazid, and flung 

ſtones athim, what did he? 

truely he ſtood in awe of 

God, and therefore faide, 

2.5:M, 16, what hane IT to doe with you, 

oy ye ſouncs of Zermah ? for he 

eurſeth, enen becauſe the Lord 

hath bidden hin curſe Dana, 

who dare then ſay, Wherefore 

hast 


Gcn.y,9.9. 
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haſt thou done ſo ? 

When a man is thus made 
wiſe, that is, righteous, and 
fearing God, hee is ſo gul- 
ded by the fpirit of feare, 
that hee cannot but ſpeake 


wiſely . 


Salommn (ith, The 


lppes of the right cons know what P cou.10,38 


O 


75 acceptable: but the month 
of the wicked ſpeake froward 
things. And againe, The heart 
of the piſe gmideth the month 


wiſlcly, 


Contrarieto this is fonde 
and fooliſh talke : an exarit- 
ple hereof wee haue in Zzke, 


where Plate wanting the 
feareof God, faith, 7 findeno 


Luk.23, I4e 


fault in Chriſt : let vs therefore 
chaſtiſe him,and ſend him awa Ye 
Whereas heeought to haue 
reaſoned thus: I finde no fanlt 
in him:therfore let ws ſend him a- 


B 3 Way 
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way without chaſiiſement, - 


CHAP. V. 
Of truth, and of reuerence i 
ſpeech. 


Ruth of ſpeech is a ver- 

tuc whereby a man ſpea- 
keth as heethinketh: and (o 
conſequently,hee (ſpeaketh as 
euery thing is, ſo farre forth 
as poſſibly hee can. It is made 
[| anoteof arighteous man, 7 {| 
Pſal.r5,2, ſpeake the truth from the heart : 
Proua-32e 14 they that deale truch are 

Goas delight, 

T his is alwaies required in 
all our doqrines,accuſations, 
defences, teſtimonies, pro- 
miſes, bargaines, councels: 
bur efpecially in Judges and 
Magiſtrates (itting on iudge- 

| ment ſeat, becauſe then they 
Prow7:7- ftand in Gods ſicad, who 


y 
oe 
F 
z 
* 
% 


of the Tongue, 27 


is truth it(elfe. 
To this place belongeth 


Apologie,, which is , when a 


Chriſtian called before a Ma- Mat.204$ra 


giltcate, and (traightly exa- 
mined af his religion, con- 
felſeth Chriſt bolely, and de- 
nieth not the trurh, 
Coatrarie to this, is lying, 
cogging, gloling,ſnoothing , 
ditſembling; as for example 
Gehazi after hee had receiued 


money and garments : of .,King.5«t 5 


Naamthe Syrian again(t Eli- 
fa will, hee went and ſtood 
before his maſter, whoſaide 
vnto him, Whence com- 
melt thou, Gekazs ? who 
waking it nothing'to lie for 
a vantage , ' {\moothed - it 
ouer finely, and faide, 
Thy ſernaut went 'no whi- 
ther , To the like effe& 
B 4: and 
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and purpoſe, report is made 
of arich man that had two 
cheſts: the one whereof hee 
called all the world, the other 
his friexd. In the firſt hee put- 
teth nothing:in the ſecond he 
putteth af his ſubſtance. 
When hisneighbourcame to 
borrowe money , hee vſed 
to anſwwere, truely I haue ne- 
uera ;pennie inall theworld, 
meaning his emptie cheſt, 
but Iwillſee (faith hee) what 
my friend candoe, looking 
thereby for intereſt by the 
money out of his other cheſt, 

This vice is very com- 
mon, and it is a rarething 
to finde.a man that maketh 
a conſcience of a lie; 

Lying is, when a man 
{peaketh otherwiſe then the 
Xuith is;:with-a purpoſe to 
bit; MX decelue, 


] 
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deceive. Here notethat there 


is great aitterence betweene 
theſe two ſpeeches, -/t i an 


vutruth, and It is alie, The 


firſt way be vſed when a man 
ſpeaketh falſhoods. But inv+ 
ling the ſecond, wee mult bee 
heedie and ſparing: for when 
aman is chalenged for a lie, 
three things are laide to his 
charge, I. That he (peaketh 
fallly. TI. That heigwilling 
todoeſo.TTI:Thathehatha 
delire and purpole to deceiue. 

Duct, Whether may not a 
man lie, if it befcrthe pro- 
curing of ſome great good 
to our neighbour, or to-the 
whole countrey,where weare. 

Anſw, No : Reaſons are 
theſe: I. Lying is forbid- 


den, (a) 4s an abomination to , lam.3,21 
the Lord, , . ; Prouzg2, I2, 


IT. 
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_— 


d Rom. 3-5. 


© Joh. 8. 44 


| | - 1,.Cor. 3. 
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1 I. (4) Secondly,we are not to do 
any eutl that good may come 
thereof. I TE. Hewhichlieth, 
in ſo doing conformeth lim- 
ſelfe tothe diuell,who. (c) is a 
ler,and the father thereof. 

Ozzett. I. Such lying is for 
our neighbours good and not 
againlt charitie. 

Anz;.No: for (d) charitiere- 
zoyceth in the truth, 

Ovicft.]T. The holy Scrip- 
tures haue mentioned the hes 
of the Patriarkes. 

Anſ.. We mult notliueby 
exawples againſt rules of 
Gods word. 

O5:ctt, TT. Rababand the 
midwives of Egypt in ſauing 
the ſpies, and in preſeruing 
the Iraelices infants vied Iy- 
ing, and arecommended fo 
eheir tas, | 
Ant. 
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A»',They arecomended for 
their faith; not for lying, The 
workes which they did, were 
excellent workes of mercy, & 
therefore to bee allowed: and 
the doers failed onely inthe 
manner of performing them, 

As truth is required in 
ſpeech, ſo alfo reverence to 
God and man, 

Reuerence to God is,vhen 
|  weeloſpeakeof Godandvſe 
| histitles, that weeſhewe reue- 
rence our ſelues,& mooue re- 
uerencein others. 1f thox wilt 


yt keepe (faith the Lord) and Deur.28, # | 


doe all the wordes of this law 
(that are written inthis books) 
and feare the glorious and feare- 
full name, THE LORD 
THT GOD, they the Lord 
will make thy plagues wonder- 


ft £ 
Here 


32 The gouernment 
Here take heede of all 
manner of blafpheming , 
whichis, when men vſeſuch 
ſpeeches of God, as doe ei- 
ther detract any thing from 
his maieſtie, or aſcribe any 
thing to him, not beleeming 
him : alſinne of all other to 
bee detelted, Reaſons. I. A 
blaſphemer is viler then the 
relt of the- creatures , for 
they -praiſe God in their kind, 
and '(hew forth his power, 
goodnellie , and wiſedome: 
but hee diſkonoureth God in 
his wretched ſpeech , IT. 
Hee isasa maddedoggethat 
flieth in his maſters face, 
who keepeth him, and giueth 
him bread, TII. Thirdly, 
Cultome in blaſphemies 
ſheweth a man to bee' the 
<hilde of the diuel!, andno 
childe 
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childe of God as yer. A father 
lying on his death bedde, cal- 
led the three children to him 
which he kept, and told them 
that one onely of thiem was 
his owne ſonne, and that the 
re{t were onely brought vp 
by him: therefore ynto bim 
hee gaue all his goods : but 
which of theſe was his natu- 
rall ſonne hee would not in a- 
ny wiſe declare, When hee 
was dead, euecry one of the 
three children pleaded that 
heewas the ſonne, and there- 
fore that the goods were Hhise 
The matter becingbrought 
before a Tudze he was c6(trai- 
ned to take this courſe : he 
cauſed the dead corps of the 
father to bee ſetvp againſt a 
tree, and commaundedthe 
three ſoanes-to take Lowes 
and 
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and arrowes, and to ſhoote 
againſt their father and to ſee 
who could come neerelt the 
heart. Thefirſt & ſecond did 
ſhoote at their father and did 
hitte him, the third was an- 
grie with both the other 
through naturall atfetion of 
achildetoa father, and refu- 
fedto (hoore, This done, the 
Judge gave fentence that the 
two firſt were no fonnes, but 
the third onely, and that hee 
ſhould haue the goods. The 
like triall may hee vſed to 
know who beeof Gods chil- 
dren. Such perfons with 
whome blaſpheming is rife, 
are very diuells incarnate, 
and thechildren of thediyell, 
who rend God in pieces, and 
ſhoote him through with 
their darts , as it is ior 
Q 


of the Tongue, 3s 
of the Ezyptian when hee 
blaſphemed, that he /mote or 
pierced through Gods N am, 


Magiſtrates and rulers ſe- -<vit.37. 


uerely punith ſuch as 
theirnames, and they doe it 
iu{tly: how much leile then 
ſhould blaſphemers of Gods 
name eſcape without great 
puniſhment? 

Apaine, here wee mult bee 
warned ta take hecdeof that 
cultomable fearing , and 
allo of periury. It is a very 
Rraunge (mne: for the pers 
iured perſon doth not onely 
{inne himſelfe,buewithall hee 
endeauoureth to intangle 
God in the fame linne with 
him(elfe. 

Further , take heede 
leaſt thou doeſt either make 
or recite the ielts which are 
contriued 


abt vaiixkobh, 
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contrived out of the phraſes 
of ſcripture: which are very 
wany, and very viually re. 
hearſed in companie, The 
herewith the taber- 
and the Arkeof the 
Teſtament, and the Prieſts 
were annointed, was holy: 
and therefore no man might 
putittoany othervſe, as to 
annoint his owne fleſh there- 
with, or to make the like 
oore Pai- 
eard the 
name of the fonne of God, 
was afraid:and we much more 
ought to treble at the word of 
God, ' not to makeour (elues 
merrie with it. And there- 
fore the ſcotting of Ilian the 
Apoſtatats very feareful,who 
was wont to reach Chriſtians 
boxes on the care,and withal, 


Exod.z 0.31 OyIC V 


'vnto it, (a) Pilatea 
nym when hee 


bidde 
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bidde them turne the other; 


and obey their maſters c:)0- 
maundement. Whoſouer ſhall 


{ante thee on the right cheeke , Math. 5.39, 


turne to him theother al/o, And 
hee denied pay &like reward 
to his ſouldiers that were 
Chriſtians, becauſe he ſaid he 
would make them fit for the 
kingdome of heauen,conlide- 
ring that Chriſt had ſaid,Ble/- 
ſed are the poore 1a ſpirut: for 
theirs is the kingname of hea- 
en, ; . 
Here alſo men mult learne 
to take heedeof all manner 
of charmes and enchant= 
ments, which commonly are 
nothing elſe but- words of. 
Scripture, or ſuch like, vied 
for the curing of painesand 
diſeales both in men and 


beaſtes. As for example, the 
| firſt 
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firſt wordes of Saint [ohns 
Gclpel, In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was 
with God, &c, arevied tobee 
written in a paper, & hung a- 
_ boutmens neckes to cute a- 
pou But the truth is, ſuch 

indof practiſes arediucliſh, 
Patronsofcharmes hold that 
in ſuch wordes as are either 
diuine or barbarous, is much 
efficacie. But whence is this 
effcacie? from God? from 
men2 or from the diuell: If it 
ſhall bee ſaid from God ; wee 
mult know that theword v- 
fed in holy manner, is the in- 
ſkrumene of God to conuey 
vnto vs ſpirituall bleſlings, as 
faith, regeneration, repen- 
tance: but it doth not ſcrue 
to bring vnto vs corporall 


healch. 
| Well 
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Well then, belike'words 
take vertuefrom the ſpeaker, 
and are made powerful ty the 
ſtrength of his iinagivatioa, 
Indecde of this opinion are 
ſome Phylitians, as Avi- 
 cema& Paracel/us, who think 
that Phantalie is Iike to the 
Sunne, which worketh on all 
things to which his beamecs 
doe come, and the latter 
that by imagination mira- 
cles might bee wrought. But 
this opinion is fond, and the 


Parac.lib, 
de Tatriros 


reaſons allcadged for itare 


without weight For 1magi- 
nations are no things but 
ſhadowes of things. And as 
an image of a man in a 
glaſſe hath no power in it, 
bur only ſerues to reſeinble 
and repreſent the bolie of 
a man : ſoit is with the phan- 
talie and coaceic of theinind , 
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and no otherwiſe, And if i- 
magination haueany force,it 
is onely within the ſpirits and 
humours of a mans owne 
bodie: but to giue force to 
worke in the bodies of 0- 
thers it cannot;no morethen 
the ſhadow of one bodie can 
ordinarily cure the bodie of 
an other on which it ligh- 
teth. Wherefore words vſed 

in the way of badilycure, bee 

they in themſelues neuer (0 
o00d, are no better then the 
diucllsfacraments: and when 

they are vſed to blinde peo- 
ple,heit is,that coming vnder 

hand, worketh the cure, & by 
turning himfelfe into:an an- 
gel of light,deludesthE.But it 
were better for a man todie a 
thouſad times the to vie fuch 
remedies, which in curing the 
7 0 407.4 7 bodied | 
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body deſtroy theſoule. 

; * Laitly,auorde all impreca- 
tions and curlings, either ' a- 
gainſt men or other creatures: 
for God in iudgement -to 
puniſh fuch curſed ſpeaking, 
often brings - to 'patle ſuch 
imprecations:as may appeare 
in . the Tewes, who at the 
arraignment of Chriſt, cri- 


= 


vs and our children:which im- 
precation is yeriftied vpen 
| themvnto this day, At New- 
burge in Germanie acertaine 
mothercurſed her ſonne, ſay- 
1n9:Get thee away, 1would thou 
mighteſt nener come againe a- 
live: the very ſame day he 
went into the water and was 
drowned, 
Againe, a mother brought 
her childe to 'the Vniuerlitie 
of Wittenberoe, by reaſon he 


ed ſaying, Hrs blood be wpon Matar, 25, 


Lonacerus 
theat hiſt. 
ptcc.Cpt.4» 


l dem, 
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was polleſſed with an vn» 
cleanelpirit:being demanded 
how itcameto paſle, ſhee an- 
ſwered in the hearing of ma- 
ny, that in her anger ſhce 
ſaid, The diuel: take thee, and 
thereupcn prelenrtly thechild 
was polletied. Aad in our 
cOuiitrey, men often wiſh the 
Plague, the poxe, the pelti- 
ence to their chiliren, their 
feruants,their catteil: and of- 
= it falls out according- 
y. 

| In daies of the king Ed- 
ward, ceitaine Engliſh ſoul- 
diers {a+ I] am certainly infor- 
med by a witnelle then pre- 
fent) becing by atempelt caſt 
ypon the ſands on the coal! 
of France, gaue theniſfelues 
to prayers, and commended 
heir {foules to God, asin fo 
great 


| 


® 
> 
T 
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preat daunger it was meete® 
but one among the relt,de(* 
perately minded went apart 
& criedout ſaying, O galowſe 
claims thy right gallowſe claime 
thy right, Now the ſaid par- 


' tie among the reſt (as God 


wouli haue it ) eſcaped fafe 
to land ; and afterwardliuing 
ſo:ne ſpace of time ſn France, 
returned againe to En- 
g[1nd, where hee was hanged 
for ſtealing of horſes: and 
thus according to his-delire 
th: gallowſe claimed her 
right. 

Reuerence to man is in 
two reſveqs, ether becauſe 
heeis created after theimage 
of God, or becauſe hee is a- 
boue vs in age, gifts, autho-« 
ritie , In the firſt conli- 
deration, men muſt haue 
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hauecareto giue (uch names 
to childrenasare proper and 
fit, vſuall, and knowne: the 
ſignification whereof may 
admonilh them of the promi- 
ſes of God, of godlines, or of 
ſome good dutie. And there 
be foure allowed ends of gi- 
ving names. I. To preſerve 
the memorie of ſome thing 
by thenamegiuen, as Adm, 
Ifracl, Iſaac, TE. Tolignihe 
ſome thing to come, as Fxah, | 
Abraham, Toha,Pecter, III. To 
preſerue the name and me: 
morie of parents & kindred, 
which was vſcd in the bitth 
of Tohn Baptiſt, This cuſtome 
may {till be retained, if there 
be any good examplein the 
ancctours that the childe may 
follow. TV. That the life and 


profeſſion of good tren may 
be 


Cs ne 
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bereuiued in the renuing of 
their names. 

Herewe mult take heede, 
in no wiſe to giue children 
the proper names or titles of 
God, as Jeſus, Immannel , 
&C. 

Neither are the profeſſors 
of the Goſpel to bee intity- 
led by the name of ſuch as 
haue beene famous inſtru- 
ments in the Church,as to be 
called Calumiſts, Lutherans , 


CFC. N ow this 1 ſay, that eHery 1LCority fs 


one of you (aith, I am Pauls, 
and I am Apollos, Tam Cephas, 
and I am Chriſts : Is Chriſt des 
mided ? was Paul crucified for 
you ? ether were ye baptized in 
the name of Paul ? 

And it is a bold part of 
the peltilent generation of 
Papilts, who take to them- 


C (clues 
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AQ. ni. 26. ſelues the name of Je/mtes, 
fic.Rog.g. whereas the like name of 


Chriſtian was giuen to the 
diſciples at Antioch not by 
the deuile of man, but by di- 
uinevracle. 

As the chaunging of the 
name giuen in Baptiſme is 
not to be allowed; fo the va- 
rying of it according to the 
yatictie of language, ( if nei- 
ther hurt, nor fraud to any be 
intended thereby ) is-not vn- 
lawful. Vps this groud Sazlis 
called Pazl: & Chrilt cals S:. 
”:n his diſciple otherwhiles 
( *phas, Peter. And very wor- 
thy Diuines in this age, that 
their writings might be read 
of the aduerſfaries, haue in 
like (ort without offence va- 
ried their name, Aclanithoy 
calls himſelte Dyaimms, Fa- 


nentinus, 
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ventinus and Melangzus. 
* Bucerintitles himſelfe Are) 
tius Felinus: and Theodore 
Beza once writ himſelfe Na- 
thaniel Nezechius. | 
Reuerence to man as he ts 
ſuperiour, isin vling kit titles 
of reverence. Sara is COms= 
mended in Scriptyres for 
obeying her husband,and for 
callino him $y5r . But excelle 


mult here bee auoided, when: Per,z.6, 


titles of honour proper to 
God are given to men, as 
head of the ( atholike ( hsrch,to 
the Pope, Laaie and Oucene 

hearen, to the mother of 
Chriſt. This faule Chriſt re- 
procueth in the young man, 
ſaying, . hy callsſt thou mee 
good*there 15 none n00d but God, 


CHAP. VL. 
C 3 Of 


Mar,10, 33, 
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Of Modeſtie and of 


41, eckeneſſe. 


Odeſtie in ſpeech hath 
divers caveats : fir(t, if a 
man ſpeake any thing of 
hiniſelfc, that is, in his owne 
commendation, let him alter 
the perfon and fpeakeof him- 
 "felfe as of another: 7 know a 
i,Cor 12-2. yay (ſaith Paul, ſpeaking 
of himfelfe) i Chriſt aboue 
fourteene yeares agoe,Cc, which 
was taken vp into Paradiſe, and 
heard words which canmot bee 
ſpoken. And Tohn ſaithof him- 
Toha9.29, felfe: When Ieſns ſaw his mo- 
ther, and the diſciple whome hee 

loned ſtanding by,e+c. 

Here take heede of boa- 
ſting, whereby men imitate 
the divell, who ſaid , Althis 
power I will gine thee, and the 

glorie 
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glorie of thoſe kingaomes : for Lak4.s. 


that is delivered unto mee, and 
to whomfocuer I will] gine it, 
Againe, when a man hall 
haue occaſion to. ſpeake of 
his owne faults and corrup- 
tions, let him (peake the vt- 
cermolt againſt himſelfe, as 


Paul called himſelfe the firſt i,Ti.r.13.9 


of all ſmers. But if it bee to 
mention any thing of him- 
ſelfe, that may miniſter mats- 
ter of commendation , let 
his ſpeech rather incline to 
the feet, then to the ex- 
celle, as Par! ſaith, 1am leaſt 
of the Apoſtles, which am not 


zmeete to bee called an Apoſtle , i.Cor,ig.g, 


becauſe I perſecuted the Church 
of God. : 

Secondly, in mentioning 
| of things which *moue blu- 
ſhing,wee are tovſcas ſceme- 


C 3 Iy 


Tir, 3.23, 
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- ywordes as. may bee choſen, 


Gen, 4. 1. Afterward Adam 
kaew Heual hs wife , which 
concetued and bare Cain. 1. Sa, 
24.4. Ard when he came to the 
ſheepcotes by the way where there 
Was 4 caue, Saul went mn to co. 
wer his feete,that is, to doe his 
eaſement. 

Meekenelle alſo is requi- 


red in communication , 


which is, when a man vſeth 
courteous and faire ſpeech, 
Put them in remembrance, Fc, 
that they bee courteous, ſhewin 
all meekeneſſetoall men, for wee 
onr {clues alſo were tntimes paſt 
wmmiſe,aiſobedient,ec, 

Meekeneſle and gentlenes 
ſhewes itſelfe in Salurations, 
Anſwers,and Reproofes. 

For the firſt, daily experi- 
ence ſheweth , that it makes 

ou much 
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much for the maintaining 
of loue, to call men by their 
proper name or ſurnames. 
Ani this was a {igne of ſpe- 
ciall fauour, that God called 
Moſes by his proper - name. 
Yet more conuenieat it is to 
ſalute our betters' by names 
of honouror office, Thus the 
diſciples call our Saviour 
Chriſt Rab&4:: andit was the 
viuall manner among the 
Tewes, tocall their: betters 4- 
don,that is, Lord;or, Sir. 

T he formes of (alutations 
are to be after the order 


practiſed in Scripture... An Iud,s.1z, 


Angell ſaluted Gedeon thus, 


The Lord be with theethon 114. Ruth 24, 


lant mar, And Booz came to 
Bethlehem, and. ſaid to the 
reapers, The Lord berith you : 


and they. anſwered, 7he Lord r .g 


C4 bleſſe 
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bleſſethee, And the Angel fa- 
luted Marie, Haile, freely bele- 
wed, the Lord 5 with thee, ec, 
Chriſt comming among his 
diſciples, ſaid, Peace be among 


Tuk,r. 28. you: and hee taught them 


62.13, 


 OUr COMMON 


comming to any houle to 
fay,Peace be to this houſe, 
By this it appeareth, that 
Ro of ſa- 
lutarions are commendable: 
which are of divers ſorts ; as 
when one meetes another, 
God [ane you : when one gocs 


_ away, God bee with you: in the 


morning, God gine you a good 
morning : after noone, God 
ginea good exening : when one 
is going on his iourney, God 


ſpeede your tourney : when one 


is working, God ſpeede you : in 
eating , mwch pood doe it - : 


when one hath a new office, 
Goa 


—_— cnm__— Www Yy ws = 


of the Tongue, 35 


God ginc you toy of your office: 
when oneis licke, God comfort 


| Jon, c. 


And when children fa- 


lute their fathers and mo- 


thers after this manner: 7 
pray you father bleſſe me: 1 
pray youmother bleſſeme : itis 
a ſeemely thing. For God 
hath made parents tohee the 
inſtruments of bleſſing to 
their children, in nurturing 
them and praying for them: 


" as the fift commaundement 


faith, Hononr thy father and 
thy mother, that they may pro- 
long thy dates, Now they pro- 
long the childrens daies *by 
praying to God forbleſling 
on them, and by ſuch like 
duties, 

It is an vſe in all places 


when a man neezeth toſa - 


lute 
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lute him by ſaying,Chriſt helpe 
you: But there fs no cauſe 
why the wordes ſhould then 
be vſed more then at ano- 
thertime. Thereaſons ate. I. 
Je isan old cultome ferched 
from the Gentiles before 
Chriſt,and hathnoground at 
all:tor they vied with the I:ke 
words to wiſh men health, 
becauſe they thought nec- 
zing to be a ſacredand holy 
thing: and becauſe ſome 
tal:e it to be a ligne of vn- 
Þappie and euill ſucceſle 
which indeede is otherwiſe,” 
TI. Iftherebe any cCanger in 
Ainde FRE braine before neezing, 
biſt..nimal) when a man hath neezcd 
L1.c0.& the Canger is paſt, as Icar- 
prob, ſet. ned Phylitians teach : there- 
Plin 1.23, foretherets no cauſe of the | 
$c2p.,, Viingluchwordesthen, more 
| then 
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then at coughing. 

Againlt the pou of 
ſaluting each' other , ſome 
things may bee obiected, I. 
Ioh.Epiſt. 2.verſ, 10. if there 
come any unto you, and bring 
not this dottrine, receine him 
ot to houſe neuher bidde him. 
God ſpeede. 

Anſ. This place doth not 
forbid common ciuilitic and 
curtelie of man to man : but 
onely familtaritie and ac- 
quaintance with here- 
tickes : vea (ſuch acquain- 
tance and familiaritie as 
way ſeeme to giue appro- 
bation and applauſe to their 
badde proceedings. -II. E- 
liſha ſending Gehaz his ſer- 
uant to lay bis {Hite on the 
dead child of the Shunamite, 
badde him if he metany, not 

to 
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to ſalute them, and if they 
| ſpake to him not to anſwer 
x ge '2, King. 4. 39. And 
when our Sauiour Chriſt ſent 
his Diſciples to preach in 
Tudea, hee badae them to 
ſalute no man by the way, Luk. 
the 10. 4, Ayſw, The intent 
of theſe two places is not to 
forbid men to falute others, 
but rather to enioyne Geha- 
24 and the Diſciples of 
Chriſt onely to omit for that 
time the practiſe of the du- 
ties of common courtelie, 
fo farre forth as they might 
hinder or delay the perfor- 

mance of weightier affaires. 

Our anſwers muſt bee loft, 
| that anger be nzither kindled 
Prougs 23- ncr increafed . 4 ſoft am | 
ſwer putteth away wrath, but Il 
exons words flirre vp anger. | 

& a5 Je 
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Nabal by churliſh language 
prouoked Daxid to wrath, 
' but Abigal by the contrarie 
|. appeaſed him. Gedeon ſpake'153 24:7. 
gently to the men of Ephraim , 
. when they were angrie 
againlt him, and appeaſed 
| them . For the text faith ,lud,s. z, 
| When hee had thus ſpoken, then 
their ſpirits abated towardihim, 
Therefore Salomon faith 
well, 4 toy commeth to a 
man by the anſwer of his mouth, 
but how good is a word in due 
ſeaſon ? 
Now if any ſhall raike on 
vs,. our dutie is, not to raile 
againe, Bleſſe them that per-Rom 11.14, 
ſecute you, bleſſe, I ſay, and' C340 
curſe not, Bee courteous, not 
rendring enill for euill , netther 
rebuke for rebuke, but contra- 
riwiſe bleſſe, knowing that ye 
be 
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bee therennto called, that you 
ſhowld bee -heires of bleſſing. 
This thing was notably pra- 
Riled by Darid, Plal. 109. 4. 
For my frirnd/Lip they were my 
aducrſaries, but I gave my felfe 
ro prayer , And therefore 
in this caſe, either {iſcnce Is 
to bee v1e.], or at the molt 
01:ely aut and wamteſt de- 
fence of our innocencie tO 
bee wade, Zzechias Com- 
wanded the people tobee li- 
ſent, and net to fay any 
thing to the ſpeech of Rab- 


32.K1.13.16. [cha , vow flattering , now 


threathing. When El; ſpake 
hardly of Ama, and bad her 
put away her drunkeanelle, 


$-SaBL 115, thee anſwered, Nay my Lord, 


Tam a woman troubled in ſþ1- 
rit, Thaue neither drunhe wine 
wor ſtrong drinke, but haue 
ponred 
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powred out my ſoule before the 
Lord, Thus Hfeph cleates Gen,qoay, 
himſelfe, ſaying, / haze done 
nothirg wherefore they ſrould 
put me in the dungeon, ANI Dan's. 2 
Dancl to Nabuchodonoſor, 
Unto thee O Kwg, hane 1 
aone no hurt, And our Saui- loh.8,48, 
our Chriſt whea the Iewes ag. 
faid vnto him, Say we wt 
trae, that thou art a Saxart- 
» tane aud hast a dincl!? an(we- 
red, 1 haue nit a dinell, but [ 
honour my father, and ye have 
dyhonored 2: And Paal ; .Q.23 oo 
becing to'make an Apolozie 
for himſelfe, be2innes thus : 
Men and brethren, Ihaue incll 
good conſciince ſerued God wn 
til this day. 
Now when a man hath 
thus cleared himlelte , 
though his owne word in 
his 


33, 
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his owne behalfe take no ef- 
fet, yet let him patiently 
commit his cauſe to God, 
who in time will manifeſt 
the truth, & bring itto light: 
as Damd did, Indge mee: O 


Pſal.26, God ( ſaith he) for T haue wale 


Pal.37.32, hed m mwme imocencie : and a+ 


]aine, the wicked watcheth the 
righteous, and / ecketh to ſlay 
him : but the Lord n ill not leaue 
him in his hand, nor condemne* 
bim when hes indged, 
Meckenelſe in reproofe 
1s, when any ſhall admonith 
his brother of any faule for 
his amendment, with thelike 
moderation that Chirurgions 
vie, who becing to ſet the 
arme or legge that is forth 
of ioynt,handleit ſo tenderly, 


that the patient ſhall ſcant 


feele when the bone falles in 
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againe. This counſell Pan! 
giveth, Brethren, if any man bee 
fallen by occaſion into any fault , 

e which are ſpirituall, reſtore Gal. 6.4. 
{uch a one (or (et himinioynt 


againe,) with the 


writ of 


meekeneſſe, This was practi- 


ſed by Abraham towards 


Lt, when their heard-men 
were at variance, ſaying, Let Gai, 8.9 
there bee, [ pray thee, noſtrife 
betweene thee aud mee, neither 
betweene mine heard-men and 
thine x for we are brethren, 

And this is done foure 
waies. Firlt,whe we reprooue 
a man generally , as Nathan 
did Damuid by a parable. Se- 
condly, when in the roome 
of a reproofe wee put an ex- 
hortation : in the exhortati- 
on inſinuating an oblique 
reproofe , as when a man 


ſhall 


2,Sam. nf 
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ſhall (weare in his talke, T 
ſhall not neede alwaies to ſay, 
Te doe wery ill to ſweare, and [0 
to diſhowour Ged:but Twill lap 
it vpin theforme of an ex- 
hortation, as pills are lapt in 
ſugar, by ſaying, Tea aid zay, 
yea and nay ſhall ſerue among. 
ws.Rebuke not an elder, but ex- 
hort him as a father, and young 
men as brethren, ſaith Paul to 
Timsthie,  T hirdly, when the 
reproofe is propounded in a 
mans owne perſon, as though 
he were pultie which re- 
prooueth. Parxle practiſed 
this: Now the/e thinrs,breth 0 
( faith he ) 7 haze frrnratinely 
applecd to mine owne {clfe, and 


1.Cor,q,s, Apollos for your ſake, that ye 


might learn? by vs, that no man 
preſume aboue that which ts 


written. Fourthly, when the 
fault 


Eee 
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but yet partly with prefaces , 
that wee doe it of loue, that 
wee wiſh well to the pattie, 
that wee ſpeake as conli- 
dering our ſelues, that weeal- 
foarein daunger of the ſame 


fault: and partly by framing 


the reprovfe out of the 
word of God, that the par- 
tie may (ee himſelfe, rather 
to bee reprooued by God 
then by vs: after this man- 
ner the inferiour tay aJlmo- 
niſh his ſuperiour, eſpecially 
when there is no other way 


of redretle,and he isto liſten, 
yeelding himſelfe traQable. 


Naaman is aduiſed by his 


ſeruant, wbo ſaid, Father, ifi,Kin,y.1z; 


the Prophet had commarnaded 
thee a great thing, wouldſt thats 


. wot hane done it ? how mmch ra- 


ther 


fault is diretly reprooued, Gals.r. 
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ther then,when hee ſaith to thee, 
Waſh ,and be cleane ? Then went 
hee downe, and waſhed himſelfe 

ſeancn times in Jordan, 
When any ſhall in this 
manner bee admoniſhed of a 
fault, they areto yeeld them- 
ſelues tractable and thanke- 
full, and beeheartily glad of 
ſo good a friend. Notable is 
the ſpeech of the Pſalmilt ; 
Pal. 141, 5, Let the righteous {mute mee, ut 15 
a benefite: andlet himreprooxe 
Prou.17«10. ve : it 15 the chiefe oyntment, let 
it not bee wanting to my head, 
And Salomon faith, A reproof 
entreth more into him that hath 
vnderſtanding, then an hundred 
Prou.27.5. Zripes intoa foole, And, Open 
rebuke 1 better then ſecret 

lone, 
CHAP. VII. 

Of Sobrictie,Prbanitie, Fide« 
; lite , 
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lity,and care of others good name. 
YObrietie in judgement , 

"is, when a man either ſuf- 
pendeth his opinion of his 
neighbours ſayings or do- 
ings,or elſe (peaketh as chari- 
tably as hee can, by ſaying as 
little as may beezif the things 
bee euill: or by interpreting 
all in better part, if the 
ſpeech or ation be@doubt- 


E full. Therefore doe thus: de- 


ſpiſenot thineneighbour,but 
thinke thy ſelfe asbad a (in- 
ner, and that the likedefes 
may befall thee. If thou canſt 
not excule his doing, excuſe 
his -intent which may bee 
good: or if the deede bee 
euill, thinke it was idone 
of ignorance: if thou canſt 
no way excuſe him, thinke 


| ſomegreat temptation befell 


him, and that thou ſhouldeſt 


Mal. 7.1. 


Iob.1.9,1, 


,Same22.9, ſore of Thai (faith hee) when , 
he | 
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be worſe, if the like tempta- 
tion befell. thee : and giue 
God thankes that thelike as 
yet hath not befallen thee, 
Deſpiſe nota man beeing a 
ſinner,for though hee be evill 
to day,he may turneto mor- 
row. 

Here is condemned all 
headie and raſh indgement, 
whereFy men make things 
either worſe then they are, 
or elſe they take and turne all 
things to the worſe part. 


Thus the diuell dealt with 


Tob, ſaying, Deth Tob feare 
God for norght ? & c, but ſiretch 
out thine hand now and touch 
all that hee hath, to ſee if hewull 
nt blaſpheme thee to thy face. 
Such was the dealing of 
Doeg with Danid, 1 ſaw the 
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hecameto Abimelech the ſoune 
of Ahitub, who asked counſel 
of the Lord for him, and gaue 
him villuals, and he gane him 
al'” the ſword of Goliah the 
Philiſtim, Here the backbiter 
concealeth the  necetlarie 
circumſtances, whereby Abi- 
ml:ch right haue beene 
exculed, as that D avid asked 
breed beeing bung'W, and 
that he told not Abims:lech, 
that he was out of Sazls fa- 
vour, but he turneth all his 


| ſpeech to this end, to bring. 


the Prieſtinto ſuſpition with 
Sail. 


Thus the Phariſees dealt. 


| Johs cam? nitther eatins nor 


drinking, and they ſay, he hath a 
dwell, The [oun?: of man came 
eating and drinkimr, and thy 
ſay, Behold a glatten, and a drin- 


ker 
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of wine, aud a friend of Pub. 

dioans and ſmmers. 

ontrarie to this ſobrie. 
tie is. Flatterie, whereby for 
hope either for fauour or 

| gaine, men, & eſpecially ſuch 

| as areof dignity andplace,are 


| extolled aboue meaſure, e- 
| ven to their faces. As when 
HeroArrayed in royall ap- 

parell, and fate on the iudge- 

ment leate and madean orati- 

on, the people gaue a ſhout, 

AQ.12.22, ſaying, The voice of God, and 
not of man. But marke what 

Salomon faith, Hee that prai. 

_ ſeth his friend wth aloud voice 

riſing carely m the morning, it 

Prou,37<14- ſhall bee counted to him for 4 
curſe, One beeing asked 


all beaſts, anſwered, Of wilde 


| ſoothedvp in their {innes.and - 


which was the worſt of 
3 


bealts, | 
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beaſts, the tyrant : of tame 
beaſts,the flatterer. Andano- 
ther ſaid, that flatterers were 
worſe then crowes : for they 
cate only dead carrion, theſe 
feede on liuing men. 

And of all kindes of Flat 


þ terie, that is the worft when 
| a man {hall ſpeake faire to 
{ hisneighbors face and praiſe 


him ; but behinde his -backe 
ſpeake his pleaſure,& euE cut 


histhroat. David complaines 


of his fainiliar friends, that 


| the wordes of his mouth were Pſal.55.11; 
| ſofter then butter,yet warre was 


inhis heaxt: that his words were 
more gentlethen ole, yet the 

were {words F he Phariſes be- 
hinde Chriſts backe tooke 
counſell how they might in- 
tangle him in talke; but be- 


we 
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weeknow that thou art true,and 


teacheſt the way of God truchy, « 


Mat.22-16, ther careſt thou for any many 


Eccl.3.4. 


for thou conſtaereſt wot the per. ; 


ſor of men, 


V+bamtie, is a grace of | 


ſpeech , whereby men in 


ſeemely manner vſe plea- |: 
ſantnelilein talke for recrea- |: 
tion, or forſuch delight asis |! 
ioyned with profit to them- |# 
ſelues and others. The Prea- 


cher ſaith, Theres a time to 
laugh,and atimetoweepe, Whey 
the Lord brought again the cap- 
rixitze of $1on,we were like them 
that dream? . Then was our 
mouth filled with laughter, and 
onrr tongue with oy. 

Now this mirth mult be 


jioyned with the feare of | 


God , obherwile Salome 


by 
va 


faith | 
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faith well, / hae ſaid tolangh- Eccl.2.2; 

ter,thou art madae : and of toy, 

what is that thou doeſt? And 

* Chriſt ith, Woe ro youthat Luk. s. 5, 

F 10w laugh for ye ſpall weep?,yYC- 

” condly,with compaſſion and 

ſorrow for Gods people in 

afflitionand miſerie, They Amos.u5.6, 

drinbe wine tn boweles, and ans 

noint themn/elges with the chicfe 

S ointments, but no man is ſorrie 

forthe affli7ioof Joſeph. Third- 

{ ly, it mult be fparing and 

moderate. Pau/condemneth 

ſuch asare /2mers of pleaſures, »,Tim,zs 

more thenof God, Fourthly,it 

mult be void of the practiſe 

of linne. Moſes is commen- 

ded that he refuſed the plea- 

ſures of ſnme, Hcb.1t, 
The viuall time of mirth 

1sat meates. And here Samp- 

ſons practiſe may be fol- 
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lowed, whoat his marriage * 
fealt propoundedariddleor. | 
hard queſtion to his friends, 
And Ambroſe thinketh that 
hedid this toltop the mouths 
of talkers, & to occupie their 
wits, 

Withal it muſt be remem- 
bred tobea Chriſtian dutie, 
euen at the table to main- 
taine talke of religion,and of 
duties of godlines, after the 
practiſcof our SauiourChrilt 


Wenn eb ad NE Reo» on 


Luk.11.37. though many vpon little 


anda 14.!, & 


Srounde thinke otherwiſe, 


'c-3 | Tertullian recerdeth of the 


Chriſtians of his time, that 
they vſed in their loue-fealts 
totalke tugither, as conſide- 
ring with themſelues that 
they had -God himfelfe as 
an eare-witnetfe to them. 
Chry/oſtome of this point 

faith 
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he) that in rauernes and feaſtes, 


73 
ſaithwell:{would to God((aith, 


Hom 5 2.10% 


aud at baths, men. would tralke Thell eG 
and diſpute of hell for the re- 
membring of hell would. hinder 


aman from falling to hell, And A 


itwasthe mapyer of thepri-,;q1o.g, 


mitive Church at dinner and 


ſupper to vſe thereadingof 


the Scriptures, When ye come 
zothe table, (faith Augultine) 


heare that which is read ac- 


cording tocaſtome, without any 
ftirre or ſtrining : that your 
mouths may not only recerue the 
meate, but your-eares may hun- 
ger after the word of God, And 
this auncient..cultome.is.to 


this day retained in the.Col-. 
ledges of the;Vniuerſitie of 


Cambridge. 


; And this holy reioycing 


at meates ts ſpecially 
_ Ds- 


to bee 
vied 


| | Pron, 23,8 
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vſedwith ſuch as are gudly. 
As Salomm faith, that he 
*which eateth at the conctous 
mans table, ſhall vomit his 
morſells, and ſhall looſe his 
ſweete words, T he faithfull at 
Terufalem did breake bread 
togither, with oladneſſe and ſin- 
glenes of heart. 
Oneftion'Vhether ieſting 
be tolerable in any ſort or 
not ? 
nſw. Thatieſting which 
ſkandeth in quippes, taunts, 
and girds,which ſerueth only 
for the offence of ſome, with 
the delight of others, is not 
tolerable: becaule all ſpeech 


* muſt edefic, and miniſter grace to 


the hearers: neither doth it a- 
gree with Chriſtian grauitie 


and modeltie. But two kinds | 


of ieſtingare tolerable. the 
E IL one 
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oneis moderateand (paring 
mirth,in the vſe of things in- 
different, in ſeaſ6n conueni- 
ent, without the leaſt ſcan- 
dall of. any man, and with 
profit to the hearers, The ſe- 
cond is that which the Pro- 
phets vſed, when they ieſted 
againſt wicked perſons, yet 
ſo, as withall they ſharpely 
reprooued their lins. At noone 


Eliah mocked them, and ſaide, If ” 


Crie aloud.;for hee is a God : &t- 

ther heetalketh or pur/ueth his 
enemies, or 5 1n his tourney, or it 
may bee he ſleepeth and muſt be 
awaked. 

As forlaughter, it may be 
vſed: otherwiſe God would 
neuer hauegiuen that power 
and facultie vnto man : but 
the vſeof it muſt beLoth 
moderate & ſe]dome, as ſor- 

D 4 row 
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blebs5*7. may learne in Chriſts exam- 
ple, of whom wee read that 
ee wept three times, atthe 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, at 
the railing of Lazarw,andin 
his agonie: but wee neuer 
read that hee laughed. And 
ſpecially remember the ſay- 
ing of Chryſoftomez St riſus 
#3n Eccle(ia,diabeli opus eft, that 
is, to mooue laughter in the 
Church, isthe worke of the 

divell. 
Fidelitieisconſtanciein al 
our lawfull ſayings and pro- 

1 miles. 
© Tam 3.zs, A promiſeisto bee made 
& 2.Chr.13.2, with this condition (if God 
2.Cor, 1,17-will) and thenif a man bee 
23s preuented by death, or by a- 
ny like meanes, hee is we to 
ec 


| | Ioh.u. plentifullandofren, This we 
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beblamed:otherwiſea mans 
lawefull word and promife 
bindeth him according to 
thewill and pleaſure of him 
towhome it is made. 

Nowe if afterward it bee Pals..4, 
hurtfall to him that madeit, 
hetmaycraue t2 be freefrom 
his promiſe: and libertie be- 
ing graunted, take it, Buta 
promiſe bound with an oath 
is fo be kept, though private 
hinderance followe: yet (o 
as the Magiltratemay order 
the matter, and proceed in 
equitie, that the dammage 
may betheielle. 

Thelaſt gracewhich isto 
bee vſed in ſpeech, is care of 
our neighbours good name, 
which is farre better to hin 
then great riches, 

Hereis condemned the tale- 
bea- 


Prou,zts 
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bearer, which of an evuill 
minde telleth a thing of an 
other, to bring him into ha- 
tred, or toreuenge himſelfe, 
dr to get ſomething, which 
AX -@ ) © otherwiſe hee could not ob- 
J#/ --taine. 

\ © . Thistale-hearing is of di- 

| __vers ſorts. One is, when 
| fe < Tr whiſper abroad ſecret- 
> Jy. thefault of another,wher- 
31.36. /as they ſhould rather admo- 
+. Niſh the partie,as Chawwhen 
72.2 hee hadſeene his fathers na- 
ud) kednes.ran (traight and told 
EF | his brethre.T heſecond,wl:s 
they adde to or change the 

thing (aid or done, as it ſer- 

ueth for their purpoſe. Some 
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againſt Chriſt, charged him 

- _ be to lay,[nill deſIroy this Temple 
I nhich 1s made with hands, and 
CE = ret H. a 
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of the witneſles which came 
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in three daies build another 
without hands.Wher firltthey 
chage hismeaning;forChriſt 
ſpake of the temple of his 
bodie. Secondly, they adde 
tothe words, For Chriſt (aid 
not,1 wil! deſtroy this temple ; 
bur deſtroy ye this temple. 
Therefore the holy Gholt 


- noteth them with the name 


of falſe nitnes-bearers. The | 
third, when menſurmiſe,and 
tell that which was neuer 
done. When feremy was go- 
ing out of Ierufalem to the 
land of Beniamin, and was 
in the gate of Bemamin, 
Iruah took him &ſaid,T hou 
flieft to the Chaldeans.Then 


faid leremue, that is falſe, I Terz7. |; 744 | 


flie not to the Chaldeans, 
but he would not heere him. 


Thefourth is the coloured 
tale- 
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tale-bearing, when one ſpea- 
keth euill of -another with 
fine prefaces and preamv les, 
fainiog that*hee is very ſorry 


that bis neighbour bath 


done ſuch or ſuch e thing: 
that he ſpeaketh it rot of 
malice,butofa good minde: 


' th;ar-hee is conlirained to 


ſpeake' that he fpeaketh 
not all that hee could 
ſpeake: that the partie to 
whomethe tale is tolde muſt 
keepe it ſecret. Luther wri- 
teth of this faultvery well: 


| | vpon Pal. This vice(ſaith he)whereby we 


a5-3 Os 


tell abroad the things which we 
heare of others,and take them m 
worſe part is very rife, and of 
great force to ſowe diſcord : the 
rather becanſe it often ſhewes it 
ſelfe under the pretence and 
name of counſel and good aa- 
wif. And it ts a notable wizard 


of the Tongue, 8x 

for a tale-bearer to transforme 
him{elfe into an angel of light, 
and under zeale forgg9ds glory 

eto backbite 0 act his neigh= 
bour of hereſie,errour, and wic- 
ked life, 

Therefore the Prophets mea- 
ping ts, that wee ſhould conceale 
the eatlls that bee inonr neugh- 
bour, and nit ſpeake them to 0+ 
theres, though hee be an enemie 
and deſerne it at our hands, and 
on?ly ſheake of thoſe gooathinges 
tu him which ſeemeta preſerue 
concord, for this we world that 
mn ſhould doe unto vs. Veazand 
tet ustake heede that we tndge 
not, or condemme any mens ſay- 
ing or doing raſoly. Avugultine 


faith, thatthis was the care Confell.lg 


which his mz2ther had towardes 
her enemies. To doe this is a no- 
table print of inſt dealing, but 


mdecede there is no manutters 


Jerem,40, 
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phace with them, But Gedaliah 


ly without this fault in this life: 
feich ts our nratched ſtate mn 
this worlagEor though ſome are 
ef thismaf\eRh at they deſire nets 
to hane other mens wants tolde 
them, and will not take all in 
worſe part,yet if they be told and 
take inworſepart of others,they 
can illinaly heare them, new 
ther will they checkethe teller, 
but ſuffer bad ſurmiſes to take 


the ſome of Ahicham excelled 
7n the contrary vertue,whe choſe 
rather to hazard his hife, then to 
ſuſp ell enill by Iſmael, 

This tale-bearing is the 
common tabletalke in Eng- 
land: anditis wonderfull co 
ſee how thoſe, who are 0- 
therwiſe godly, are overtake {| 
with it : but men muſt learne ! 


ta ſtand more in awe of 
| Gods 
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Gods commandement, and 
alſo toconſider thattheſame 
thing a man ſpeakethof an 
other,commeth home again 
by his owne doore. Such as 
vſe tale-bearing and backe- 
biting, are by Gods 1ult 
iudgement paid home inthe 
ſame kinde: and hereupon 
Chriſt ſaith, Iudge not that ye 
be not tnaged, for with that 
tmdoement ye indge, ye ſhall bee 
i:dged. Wherfore when men 
ſhall enter any euillcommu- 
nication of others,wee are to 
interrupt it by other talke,as 


not regarding it. 


Hereremember,that when 
gouernours and Magiſtrates 
ſhall vſe hard words not in 
theway of defamation, but 
for the reproouing of avice, 
it isnotto ſlander: as, O foo- 
liſh 
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Gal-y, #44» Galathians: O generation 
Mat 3. of vipers:andChrilt tearmeth 
Herod, Foxe. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of the bonds of Truth, 
Hus much of grace in 
ſpeech. Now followeth 
bondsof truth, whereby the 
truth of our talke is teſtified 
and confirmed, 

They arethree : Alimple 
aſtertion,analleueration,ane 
oath, 

A limple aſſertion, is ei- 
theraſimple affirmation, as 


ne 
" - 


%7ea,yea:ora limple negation, 
as ay, nay, And they areto 
bevſed only in our familiar 

| and common talke. Let your 

Math,$.37. communication be yea,yea : nay, 

nay: and whatſoener is more , 

commeth of cuill, 


It 
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If the truth which weeaf - 
firme or deniebee doubtfull 
or contingent, the ſuch clau- 
ſesas thele [it z5/0, or, it 75 not 
{o,a5 1 thinke, as Iremember, as 
Ttakeit) areto beeadded. If 
one ſhall (ay, /r: ſo, and at- 
terwards it prooue other- 
wiſe, hee receiueth diſcredit. 
becaule hee ſpeaketh anvn- 

| truth. But if hee ſhall ay, / 

W :hinke it zs /o, though it fall 
out otherwaies,yet he ſaueth 
his credit, becauſe hee decei- 
ucth not, but onely is decei- 
ved. | | 

Anaſlcueration is a forme 
of ſpeech, whereby ene doth 
vehemently affirme or de- 
ny any thing: as when a man 
ſhall ſay : verily, tntruth , in 
very truth, without all donbt, 
&c, Theſeand (uch likeare 
not 
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not to be vied at every word: 
but then onely when a truth 
of greatimportanceis to be 
confirmed. When the falle 
Prophets among the Tewes 
and the Prieſtswould not be- | 
leeuve that 1creme was ſent 
of God : what faith he? not 
ſimply,The Lord hathſent me: 
but, Intrath the Lord hath ſent 
»e&, Our Sauiour Chriſt, 
when heevſed to ſpeakeany 
weightiematter, vſed to ſay, 
Amen, Amen, verily, verily, 
which is a plaine aſleverati- 
on:for Amen is more then a 
ſimple affirmation, and it is 
lefle then an oath.as the very 
ſenſe of the word doth im- 
port: which is no more, but 
iruly,certenly, 
Thethird isan oath,which | 
mult not bee made bv any || 
thing 
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thing in heauen or earth,but 
onely by the nameof God 
alone. 

Ie muſt be vſed as thelaft 
refuge and remedie of all. ' 
For when any truth of great 
importance is to- be confir- 
med, and all lignes, euiden- 
ces, proofes, witnelles, faile 
among men onearth; then 
we may lawfully fetch the 
Lord as a witnelie from 


# heauen,who istheknower of 


alltcuth. 

And inthis caſtan oath 
may be taken; either pub- 
likely before a Magiltrate, 
or privately among private 
perſons, if it be done with 
reucrence and conliderati- 


on,as it. was betweene /acob Gen,zr, 53. 
and Labar, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


What ts to be done whey we 


haxe ſpoken. 
AFTER a man hath 


ſpoken his minde, very 
few words moreareto bead- 
ded. He that bath knowledge 
Prou.in.2s, ſpareth his wordes, In may 
words there cannot want iniqui 
ty:but hethatrefraineth his lipe. 
$5 wiſe, 

Hee that ſpeaketh many 
wordes, {peaketh either falſe 
things, or ſuperfluous, or 
both : aswhen a riuer over- 
flowes, the water gathereth 
much ſlime: ſo many words, 
many faults: whena vellell 
being ſmitten makesa great | 
noiſe, it isa token that it is |} 
p ewptie: | 
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empty :, and ſothe ſound of 
many words ſhewes avaine 
heart. The Gentiles haue 
faide, that God gaue a man 
one tongue and two eares, 
that heemight heare more 
and ſpeake lefle, Valerues | 
Maximus reporteth of Ye. Offic.l.r, 
zocrate, that beeing in the 
companie,of ſomethat vied _ 
railing ſpeeches, held his 
tongue:and being asxed why 

he did (ſo, anſwered, That it 

had repented him that he had 
ſpoken, but it nener repented 

him that he had h«ld his peace, 

And the Prouerbis, Hethat 


| will ſpeake that he will, ſhall 
| heare what he would not. To 


the framing of our ſpeech 
Am5roſe requireth three 


things: a yoke, a ballance, 


andametwand ; a yoke,ta 
| keeps. 
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keepe it in ſtaied grauitie; a 
ballance to giue it waight 
of reaſon; a metwand, to 
keopeit in meaſure and mo- 
deration, 

This rule muſt be praQi- 
ſed carefullv, tor the auoi- 
ding of chiding, brawling, 
and contention, Let nothing 
be done by contention, Phil,2.3, 
Let ſtudents and ſchollers 
Jearne to praiſe this; for 
what ſhall another mans 0- 
pinion hurt thee, though in 
realoning he be not of thy 
mindein euery point? 

Here take hecde of theſpi- 
tit of contradiation, where- 
by ſome by thwarting and 
contradicting euery man, at 


Babe EI ra at Ate m= ——— 


Jength prooue either obſti- | 


nate heretikes, or lewd A- 


theiſts, and make no bones /* 
to |? 
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tocontradidtthe holy ghoſt, 
and tocall the Scriptures in 
ueſtion, and diſpute that 
Sere isno God, 
Now if a manſpeake ne- 
celſarie things, though he 
continue his ſpeechtill mid- 


night, as Pa«/ did, it can not AQ-20.7, 


beecalled immoderate or ſu- 
perfluoustalke, 


CHAP. X. 
Of writing, 


[1 this which is ſet 

down c6cerning ſpeech, 
mult as well bee practiſed 
In writing as in ſpeaking. 
Whereby are condemned 
ballads , bookes of loue, 
all idle diſcourſes and hiſto- 
ries, beeing nothing ele but 


4 enticements and baitesvnto 


manifold 
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manifold ſinnes, fitter for 
Sodome and Gomorrah , 
then for Gods Church. And 
it muſt bee followed as well 
in ſpeaking of Latine or any | 
good tongue, as Engliſh, 
which ftudents haue noe | 
marked; for whereas they 
will not ſweare in Engliſh, 
yet in Latinethey makeno 
bones of it, ſaying, Meherca- 
te medins fidins, adipel,per deos 
mmortales, And wheras they 
hold but one God in iudge- 
ment, yetin their Latine ex- 
erciſes they ſpeake of /vpitcy 
and of the mmortall Gods, 
after the manner of the hea- 
then. VVhat a ſhame is this, 
that a Chriſtian, and thatin | 
Chriftian ſchooles,ſhould ei- F 
tier bee allawed, or notvſe | 
to ſpeake as a Chriſtian, but 
| as 
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of the Tongue, 9} 
as Atheiſts doe?Tf thou haue 
many tongues and knowelt 
nothow_.to vie them well: 
heewhich hath but his mo- 
ther tongue ordering it a- 


' right,isa better linguiſt then 
" thou, 


CHAP. XL. 
Of ſuence, 
Wk and godly fi- 
lence is as excel- 


lenta vertueas hvly ſpeech: 
for hee knoweth not how to 
ſpeake which knoweth not 
how to hold his tongue : the 
Tule of our tilence muſt be 
the law of God, By meanes 
of which, wiſe conſideration 
mult bee had, whether the 
thing , which wee haue 
in minde, bee for Godsglo-« 
ris, 
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ric, & our neighbours good: 
which don weare anſwera- 
bly to ſpeake or to beeli- 
lent. 

Here muſt be conltdered 
the things of which lilence 
muſt bevſ{ed,and the perſons 
before whome. The things 
are many. Firſt, if any truth 
be to the hinderance of gods 
lorie,or of the good of Our 


neighbour,it mult bee con- 


cealed. 
Theconcealing of truth 
is either in wholc,or in part, 
In whole, when the ſpeaking | 
of the lealt ward is hurtful, 
As for example,the father & 
the ſonne are both ficke at 
once;theſonnedieth hrſt,the 
Are.lib.ad father asketh whether his 
Conſer, ſonnebedead or notzif it bee 
ſaid no,an vntruth is told if 
yea, 


of the Tongue, P5 
yea, then the fathers griefe 
is increaſed, & his death ha: 
ſtened: therefore (tenceis 
the beſt. In daiesof perſecu- 
tion holy Martyrs hauecho- 
ſen rather to ſuffer death, 
then to reueale their bre- 
thren, that haue beene of 


{ their private alkemblies with 
| thein, 


Theconcealing ofa thing 
in part is, whena man ſpea- ' 
kethalitleof the truth , and 
concealeth the reſt. VVaich 
is warranted inall good and 
lawfull m—_—_ which 
manifeſtly tend tothe glorie 


| of God. When Samuetis ſent 


toannoint Derid, he anſwe- 
| reth the Lord & faith howcars 


I goe * for if Saul hcare of it,he, 5 & x. 
| will kl mae, Thenthe Lord an-3,3o M 
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ſwered, Take an heyfer. with 
thee and ſay, I am come to doe 
ſacrifice,and I will ſhewe thee 
what thou ſhalt doe, and thou 
ſhalt anuoynt unto me him 
whome I all name wnto thee, 
When Heremie had ſhewed 
king Zedekiab how he might 
eſcape death, then the king 
faid vnto him, Let vo man 
know of theſe words, &c. but if 
the Princes waderſtand that 1 


hane talked with thee, and they 
come vnto thee,& ſay wnto thee, 
er, 38, 24, Declarewntovs what the king 


hath {aidunto thee, Cc. then 
ſhalt thou ſay untothems,T hums- 
bly beſought the king that hee 
would not cauſe me to return? 
zo Jehonathans houſeto ay there, 
& afterward he anſwered (o, 
and the matter was fo per. 


cciued. Thelike was practi. 
ſed 
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of the Tongue, 
ſed by Paul, AF,23.6, 

Secondly,thou att to con- 
ceale thine owne. ſecrets, 
S$am»/on reacaling his owne 
ſecret, [4d7. 14 ouerthrew 
himſelfe. It thou delire eaſe 
by reucalingthein, tell them 
butto few, andto ſuch as 
are faithful. 

That which thou woul- 
delt not haueknowne tellno 
man: for how ſhall another 
keep thy counſcl,when thon 
canlt not doeit? Keepe thy 
friends (ecret lixewile, if 1t 
be not hurtful;and let Mini- 
{ters conceale the linnes and 
wants that trouble the con= 
ſcienceof ſuch as are dying. 
Ler Magiſtrates conceale 
things done in the Senate, 
eſpecially concerning warre, 
leaſt they bee revealed to the 
3 ene 
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Iob. 36.37. 


Leui,10.3. 
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Enemie. 

It God bring any ſtrange 
thing to palle, ſpeake not 
boldly of it,bur rather in (i- 
lence wonder, Job at the 
conlideration of Gods ma- 
ieſttein his workes, ſaith,Be- 
hold I amwile, what ſhall I an- 
ſwer thee? [mill lay my hand 
vpon my month, Nadab and 
Abihu tor offering incenſe 
with ſtraunge fire,before the 
Lord, were both deſtroyed 
with fire.,which beeing done, 
Moſes told Aaron that God 
would be ſanified in them 
that come nearehim, and be 
glorified before all the pco- 

le: and then thetext faith, 
that Aaron held hu peace, 
When Peter had taught the 
Gentiles, and after returned 


20 Hieruſlalem, they of the | 
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circumcilion cotended with 
him; he then rendreth a rea- 
ſon of his fat, which being 
wade,they were lilent.Forſo , , | 
thetext is, When they heard OY 
theſe things, they held thei 


; peace,and glorified God. When 


Y YO. = way _—_—_— yy 7-7 


Gods iudgments befal men 
among vs, if weſpeake any 


| thing we muſt iudge chari- 


tably, Bleſſed is he that iudgeth Plal.14.r, 
wiſely of the poore, the Lord 
ſhall deliner him in the day 
of trouble, 

Thirdly, the infirmities 
and {innes of our neighbour 
arealwaies to be concealed, 


| vnlelle it be in the caſe be- 
| forenamed,that we find our 


ſelues called of God to 
ſpeake. He . that conereth a 
tran/areſſim ſeeheth lone, Tf 
God in mercie couer his 

E 4 ſinnes, 
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ſinnes, why ſhouldeſt thoy ] 


reueale them ? Salomon 
' faith, [r1zthe glorie of a man 
Prou, 19.71. 2, paſſe by an informatie. 
Fourthly, all vnſeemely 
matters,al thmgs which con- 
cerne vs not, things aboue 
our reach.,areinlilence to be 
buried. 
Theperſons, before whom 
ſilence muſt be vſed, are 


theſe: I. Malitious enemies q 


| Mat.7,6. of religion : Gine nit that 
which ts holy vato dogs : neither 


caſt your pearles before ſwine, | 


Thiswas among the reſt,one 
cauſe of thelilence of Chriſt 
before Caiph.us and Pilate, 
IL. Before Magiltrates in 


their open Courts: where 


ſuchas come before them |! 
are not to ſpeake till they 


hs [7 
& + 
4 


-< 
I 
*% 


—_ i ——_——_— we IRS 
? "WYag4", Ie ws, Moni ws: WE BY My 
bo 5 BY _ PIES" gu $4 Yes DR 5 Ln GE; \ wp : 


Nv 3 


h 


v 
[ 
f 
k 


of the Tougue, I01 


be bidden. Then Paul after a&,r4.o, 
that the ooncraour hai bockaed 

vnto him that he ſhould ſpcake, 
anſwered, 1], lathe prefenc 

of our elders and betters, Ec.32.8. 
who mult haue leaue and h- 

bertie to ſpeake irſt, and 

muſt of others be heard with 

ſilence. The practiſe of this 

was in E/:h;z to Eliphas and oy ag 
1 Pildad. A company of men REG Hell 
$ (as ſome lay) areliketo the 

3 Alphabet, in which are vow- 

3 cls, halfe vowels, and mutes ; 

| vowels areold men,learned, 

J wiſe, expert: halte vowels, 

arc young mea and women , 

# who arc then onely to ſpeake 

q when they ace asked: mutes, 

are the ſame parties, who be- 

7 ing not occalioned, are in [1- _ 
Ilenceto heare their betters . $7%%9 
And here all a 

4 chil- 
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Im. 1,25, 
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children muſt remeber when 
they areiultly reprooued, to 
be lilent and not to anſwer a- 
ny thingagaine. I V, Fooles 
and pratlers arenotto bean- 
ſwered, vnlelie it bee tolct 
them ſee their follie. 


CHAP. XIL 


An exhortation to keepe 
the Tongue, 


Hus haue I in part (& |? 
downe how the tongue |? 

is to bee gouerned: and I |; 
hattily deſire, that all Chri- | 
{tians would put theſe rules | 
in praQtiſe, Reaſons, I. /f 4 1 
manſecme to be religions, re || 
ſtraine not his tongue : hee dt- | 
cemeth himſelfe, and his relig- þ 
on 55 invaine, I1.Theman of |? 
an 2 


[N by 


[tinke and corruption. IT. Iſa, 6, 
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an euill tongue, is a beaſt in 
the forme of a man; for yo 
tongue is the tongue of 4a | 
ſerpent, vnder which lieth Pb 14%3. 
nothing but venim and poy- 
ſon: nay he is worſethen a 
ſerpent: for ic cannot hurt, 
vnlelle it bepreſent to ſee a 
man, or to-bite him, or to 
ftrike him with his taile: but 
hee which hath not the rule 
of his tongue, hurteth men 
as well abſent, as preſents 
neither ſea nor.land, nor any 
thing can hinder him. And 
againe, his throate is like a 
Srauc that hath a ventin 
ſome part, and therefore 
ſendeth forth nothing but 


As the holy men of God, Mat,3; 1. 
when they preached, had 
their tongues as it were, 
touched 
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touched with a coale jrom 
thealtarof God;and as god- 
Iy men when they ſpeake 
eratiouliy,haue theirtongues 
inflamed with the fire of 
Gods ſpirit :{o contrariwiſe, 
when thou ſpeakeſt ewill, 
thy tongue is kindledby the 
fire of hell: and Sathan comes 
from thence with a cole to 
couch thy lippes, and to ſet 
themonhte to all manner 
Chryſ. ho, of miſehiefe, Chryſostcme 
7.9.n Mat, ſaith, that when men ſpeake 
good things, their tongue is 
the tongue of Chriſt: but all 
wanner of vngodly and cur- 
ſes ſpeakirg is the. diuclls 
Janguage. I V.The mocera- 
ting of the tongue is a mat- 
ter of great Gifficultie, Saint 
James (aith, The whole nature 
of beaſls and birds, and of 


CY Os 


Tam, 2.6, 
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crerpins things, Cc, but Wh 
Fon7ue canno man tame: it © 
an wiruly enill, Pamb1ts, ONe 
without Jearning,caiye toa 
certaine man to be taughta 
Plalme: who when he had 
heard the firſt verſe of tie 
38.Plal.1/aid, I will keepe my 
wates that 1 offend not ta my 
tongue, would not ſutter the 
next verſe to be read, ſaying, 
this verſe is enough, it I 
could practiſeit. Andwhen 
histcachet blamed him, be- 
caulche ſaw him not iHlixe 
moneths after, he anſwered, 
thathe had not yet done the 
veiſe, And one that knew 
bim: many yeres after, asked 
him whether he had yet 
learned thevyerſe, I am four- 
tieyearesolde( (aich he )and 
haue not yetlearned to ful. 


fill 


{:m,z.7.8, 


Hiſt o I ripas 
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filiit. Now then, the harder 

itis torule the tongue, the 

 . morecare is tobe had there- 
—_— — i V. The ſtrange iudge- 
abuſe ofche MENtS of God for the abuſe 
tongue, of thetongue, elpeciallyjn 
Euſeo,l.6, blaſphemies and periuries 
CV, are many & fearefull. Three 
men conſpired tozether a- 

gxint Narciſſus biſhop of 
Terufalein,a mantharleddea 
godlyand blamelelfelite,and 

they charged him with a 

moſt hainous crime:al three 
confirmed their accuſation 

by oath. The firſt wiſheth, if 
itwerenot-(o, that hee were 

burnt. Theſecond, that he 

might die of the iaundiſe. 

The third, that he might 

looſe hiseyes. Afterward in 

rocelle of time, the firſt had 

is houſe ſet on fire in the 

night 
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night: and hewith all his fa” 
miliewas burnt. Theſecond 
had the iaundife from the 
head to theſole of the foote, 
and died thereof. Thethird 
ſceingwhat was befallen theſe 
twaine, repented and confel- 
ſed the confpiracie againſt 
N arciſſus, and yet for all that 
helolt his eies. 

Againe, in the daies of 

uveene Marie, as lames Ab- p,, aq 
bes was ledde by the Sheritfe Mon, 
to execution, divers poore 
people ſtood in theway and 
asked their almes:hethE not 
hauing any money to giue 
them,did put off all his ap- 
parrel ſaue his ſhict,and gaue 
it vnto them, to ſome one 
thing, to ſomeanothez; in 
the giuing wherof he exhor- 
teth them to be ſtrong in the 
Lord, 
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4 y and to ſtand Redfaſt 

Th | berruth of the Goſpell . 
Whilahee was thus inſtru- 
Qing tÞ he people; ſeruant of 
Sheriftes going by, cried 
\out aloud, and blaſpemoul- 
ſly ſaid: beleue him not good 

/people, he 1s an hereticke, 
# ' anda mad man out of his 
wit: beleeue him nor, for it 
js herelie thar he ſaith. And 
as the other continued in hig © 
godly admonitions, fo did 
this wick2d wretch blowe 
forth his blaſpemous ex- 
clamations, vatill they came 

vato the ſtake where hee . 

ſhould ſutter. Bur immediat- 
ly after this Martyr was 
bound to tne {take, and fire 
put to him, ſuch waz the 
fearefull (troke of Gods iu- 
{tice vpon this blaſpemous 
railer, 
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railer, that he was there pre- 
ſently inthe ſight of all the 
people (triken with a frenſie, 
wherewith he had before 
railingly,charged thatgood 
Martyr of God: who in his 
furious rage and madnelle, 
caſting oft his ſhooes and 
therelt of his cloathes, cri- 
ed outvntothe people, and 
ſaid, Thus did [ames Abbes 
the trueſeruant of God,who 
is ſaved, but I am damned: 
and thus ranne he about the 
towne of Burie, (till crying, 
that James Abbes was agood 
man and fauved, but I am 
darnned, 


Againe,children ſitting in At.Nap, 
companie together, fel} in- Fox. 


to communication of God, 
& to reaſon what God was. 
Aad ſemeſaid one thing, 

lome 
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ſome another: among the 
reſt, one ſaid, He is a good 
old father: to which ano- 
ther named Dennes Benficld, 
replyed with a moſt outra- 
gious blaſphemie : what; he 
(laid ſhe )is an olde doting 
foole. But ſhortly after this 
young girle was ſo {tricken, 
that all rhe onelide of her 
was Llacke, and ſhe be- 
cameſpeechlelleand died. 
Againez one Leazer a 
plough-man, railing, ſaid, 
that he ſaw the euill fauou- 
red knaue Latimer when he 
was burned : andalſoin del- 
Pite, ſaid, thathe had teeth 
like an horſe. At which time 
and houre, as neereas could 
| be gathered, the ſonne of 
the ſaid Leaver molt wic- 

kedly hanged himſelfe. 
Againe; 

| 
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Againe, inthetimeof K. 


Edward, a young gentleman Idem, 


of Cornwall beeing incom- 
panie with other more gen- 
tlemen togither with their 
ſeruants,, beeing about the 
number of twentie horſe- 
men, among whome this 
luſtie younker entred into 
talke, and began withall to 
ſveare, and vie ribauld 
ſpeech, beeing gently re- 
prooued, the young gen- 


| tleman tookeſnutfe, and ſaid 


| tothe reproouer, why takeſt 
{ thou thought for me? take 


thou thought for thy win- 


| ding ſheete : well, quoth the 
other, amend, for death gi- 
| ueth no warning : for as 


ſoone comming a lambes 
skinne to the market, asan 


| olde ſheepe-skinne . Gods 
wounds (ſaid he) care not 


Peter 
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thou for me: raging ſUll in 
this manner worſe & worſe 
in wordes, till at length pal: 
ling on their iourney, they 
came riding ouer a great 


bridge,ſtanding ouer a peece | 


of anarme of the ſea, vpon 


which bridge this gentle- { 


man-ſ{wearer ſpurred his 
horſe inſuch fort,as he ſprag 
cleane ouer with the man on 
his backe, who as hewas go- 
ing,cried ſaying, Horſe and 
man and all tothe duel), 

' Axgaine, there was aſer- 


Stuts kock ging man in Lincolnſhire, 
plinted 


1584, 


who had (till in his mouth an 
vie to ſweare Gods pretious 
Lcd, and thatfor very tri- 
fles:beeing often warned by 
his friends to leaue the ta- 


king the Lords blcod in * 


vaine, did TT * 
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{till perſiſt in his wickednes, 
yntill at the laſt it pleaſed 
God to cite him firlt. with 
ſicknelle, &thenwith death : 
during which time of the 
Lords viſitation,no perſwaſl- 
on could mooue him to 
repent his forelaid blaſphe- 
ming,but hearing the bell to 
toll, did molt hardly in the 
very anguiſh of his death, 
ſtartvpin his bed, and ſware 
by Gods blood this bell tolled 


U forme, Wherupon immedi- 


atly the blood aboundantly 
from all his ioynts of his bo- 
die,as it were in ſtreames, did 
itlue out moſt fearcfully fro 
mouth,noſe, wreſts, knees, 
heeles, and tocs;with all o- 
ther ioynts, not oneleft free 
and ſo died. 

Theſe and ſuch like iudg- 


ments 
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ments mult beeas warningy 

from heauen to admonith | 
vs, andto makevs afraid of 
che abuſe of the Tongue: |! 
eſpecially when it tendcth Þ? 
to the diſtonour of God, | 
And wee are to imitate the |. 
example of Policarpe the & 
Martyr, who when he was | 
bidden totake his oath, and | 
curſe Chriſt,anſwered,Four- | 
ſcoreand lixe yeares hauel |: 
beene his ſeruant, yet in all 7 
this time hath hee not fo [7 
much as once hurt me: how |! 
then may I ſpeake euil of my 

King and Soueraigne Lord, 

which hath thus preſerucd 

me? VI. Laſtly,God hath 

honoured thy tongue with 

the gift of ſpeech and vtte- Þ 
Tance:and the great excellen- | 
cicof this gift thou ſhouldlt | 
| per- * 
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perceiue, if thou werelt ſtric- 
Z ken dumbefor a time. Ther- | | 
f 7 forelerthy tongue be ap- | 

| 


— Go 


: Þ plied tothe honouring 

1 |} of God,and tothe 

. good of thy 
neighbor. 
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